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HIJIKATA TATSUMI
Burnt offering dancer
Shibusawa Tatsuhiko (translated by Robert Ono)

The Roman emperor Caracalla was stabbed to death by an assassin, while he was urinating by
the roadside during his pilgrimage to the lunar temple. The Japanese dancer Hijikata Tatsumi
discovers in the ﬁgure of the back of a urinating man, the form of human crisis, at the dawn of
the latter half of the twentieth century.
The Byzantine theologists argued interminably under the stars to determine the sex of angels.
The Japanese dancer Hijikata Tatsumi choreographs interminably under the darkness of night to
bestow sex upon all things in nature. What a penance!
Medieval Italian tyrants cut off the members of boys at noon on brightly sunny days, so the
voices of boy sopranos could be saved. The Japanese dancer Hijikata Tatsumi cuts off the poisonous members of retired choreographers, in order to bring about the miracle of rejuvenation
in his dance. And he does this in the tragic daylight cast by footlights.
In the twilight of Latin decadence, Sar Joséphin Péladan, the poet-metaphysician, fantasized
about androgens who could realize the magical harmony between the sexes. The Japanese dancer
Hijikata Tatsumi creates the physical notion of an androgen, who is devoid of all ordinariness, in
order to capture the possibilities of dance as criminal ﬁction.
Thus are the dialectics of Hijikata’s choreography. All of his dances are his experience, and are
burnt offerings to the earth. Do not picture a stage.
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